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To make progress on the Paris Agreement while achieving the various goals outlined in the
Agenda 2030... It must change the discourse of economic growth and productivity
measured in GDP to a degrowth narrative, which acknowledges the limits of the earth’s

systems to cope with continued growth ... - Menton, M., ET. Al (2020).

4 Impact of Extractives on Land, Environment and 5 Understanding poverty from a gender

Women'’s rights in East Africa, Global Alliance for perspective, Women and Development Unit, June
Green and Gender Action, June 2018. 2004.







interconnected, as action in one area will
affect outcomes in others.

However, several reports® present an alarming

picture pointing to multiple and intersecting
crises that threaten achievement of Agenda
2030. Also, the 2022 data report of UN
Women on progress towards gender equality
across the SDGs states that at the current
rate of progress, it could take another 286
years to remove discriminatory laws and close
prevailing gaps in protections for women and
girls.

What policy frameworks are not working
well for climate action?

Whereas the relevance of Agenda 2030 is
in doubt, keeping the notion of economic
and industrial growth as a crucial element
for human development poses a
contradiction for the achievement of its

objectives.

The SDGs assume the global economy can
continue to grow (SDG 8) while emissions
decline quickly enough to stay within or below
the 2°C, as per the Paris Agreement. However,
economic growth, measured through Gross
Domestic Product — GDP), cannot be sustained
indefinitely. For instance, continued growth
leads to an increase in final energy and
material use, which will in turn require rising
levels of extractivism and spread inequality in
poorer nations and communities. In addition,
targets and indicators of progress have been
enumerated using a top-down approach,
making local operationalisation difficult. Thus,
Agenda 2030 becomes an instrument for
dominating developing countries that are
obliged to comply with the same goals and

indicators as industrialised countries, which
have the best infrastructure to meet these
climate goals.

Further still, in a section of the latest report4
on Mitigation of Climate Change, scientists
made it clear that accelerating action does
not only involve speeding up the rate of
change but also addressing the underlying
drivers of vulnerability and high emissions,
enabling diverse communities, sectors,
stakeholders, regions, and cultures to
participate in just, equitable, and inclusive
processes that improve the health and well-
being of people and the planet

Although the Paris Agreement acknowledges
countries should follow a gender - responsive
approach to adaptation plans and actions, it
remains largely gender blind. There is no
explicit reference to gender, even in relevant
topics such as mitigation (Articles 4, 5, and 6);
finance (Article 9); and technology (Article
10). Women are not mentioned in the
mitigation section - the omission signaling
that Women are neither key actors nor
agents of change but merely victims of the
climate crisis. Such a belief automatically
confines Women to a passive role in crisis
management, carries implications for how
countries design their climate objectives and
activities.

The NDCs have shown progress in gender
mainstreaming by considering gender
barriers to access to, control, and power over
rights, resources, and services in the design
and implementation of climate change
policies. However, only 6% of the revised
NDCs provide funds for Women/gender
activities (IUCN, 2021). Thus, many of the




What is also missing in the current regulatory

framework are provisions that make a case for
climate  justice w hich calls for
alternatives that move away from the

indiscriminate  accumulation of  wealth
through the burning of fossil fuels and the

See Women Engage for a Common Future
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2021).
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7 Uganda releases first NDC partnership plan for
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